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Dublin native Siobhán Armstrong performs ICC membership drive
The Irish Cultural Center is
in Our Lady’s Chapel
looking to expand our member-

F

riday, June 7 was a stormy evening but quite an entertaining
one in Our Lady’s Chapel at the
Elms. While on tour in New England Siobhán Armstrong took time
to visit the Irish Cultural Center and
to perform for over 125 members
and guests. Siobhán’s music and storytelling mesmerized the listeners;
it was as if the Chapel had been

ICC Member Corner
We are please to announce that Sally
and Martin Markey have been added to
our lifetime member roster; also thanks
to patrons Jack Kane and Tom Lovell.

transformed to a medieval castle.
Siobhán founded and chairs the
Historical Harp Society of Ireland, an organization, which is
spearheading a revival of the
playing of Ireland’s historical
harp. She plays Irish and European single-row harps from the
15th-18th centuries and performs
and records internationally with
the main period-instrument ensembles thee paland conductors, mainly in Europe.
ICC Board of Directors Chip
Costello and Will Dziura hosted
the event. Many thanks to volunteers: Ann Lowe, Winifred
Hopkins, Kathy Gallivan, Meghan
Sullivan and Beth Costello, for
helping to make the evening a
success!

ship, and we need your help!
We sponsor cultural events with
a focus on the Irish to keep our
heritage alive and strong.
Please ask your friends and family members to join our organization, which is unique to the
Pioneer Valley. Enrollment applications for 2014 will be sent
to you in November.
For information and our new application, visit our website at
www.elmsirishcenter.org or call
Ellen Dziura at 413-265-2537.

Buy Your Tickets to the
ICC Annual Brunch!

T

ickets for the Irish Cultural Center's Brunch are now on sale.
The event will be held at the Yankee
Pedlar in Holyoke on Sunday, October
13 at 10 am. Springfield native, Sr.
Mary Johnson SND will be the keynote speaker. Sr. Mary will speak on
the “West of Ireland and Western
Massachusetts: The Culture of Community.” Call or email the Center to
purchase a ticket. The cost is the
same as last year, $18 for members
and $20 for non-members.

Welcome new members:
Garry Fitzgerald, Bruce Fitzgerald
Robert Mashia, Georgianna Rouleau,
Jerry & Maureen Hayes, Kate & Michael
Carney, Barry Lynch , John Leahy III and Farewell
William Hoarle.
Ireland and the world mourns the loss of poet and winner of the Nobel
Prize in Literature, Seamus Heaney who joins Irish writers, William Butler
In sympathy:
Yeats and Samuel Becket for this honor. Heaney, playwright, translator and
To friends and family of Mary Danahy , lecturer received the award in 1995.
George Bresnahan and the Father of
Another noted passing is that of Vincent Dowling, who served as artistic
member Eileen French.
director at Dublin's Abbey Theatre and became co-founder of the Chester
Theatre Company in Massachusetts.
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Labhair í agus mairfidh sí!

The Irish Cultural Center
strives to “keep the Irish arts alive.”

The Irish Cultural Center…






Serves as a public forum for
events, including lectures, musical presentations, films and exhibits
Promotes ties between the Center and educational organizations
in Ireland, especially with the
Blasket Cultural Center
Serves as an academic link with
Irish American social organizations in Western New England.

Speak it and it will live!

Twelfth annual language day : a big success
by Chip Costello

F

orty friends - old and new from Utica, NY to Bennington,
VT to New Haven, CT attended a
day of Irish language immersion at the
Irish Cultural Center in May. Each
year the Center provides a resource
that enables students to taste, improve, or strengthen their Irish language skills. The focus for the day
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was to enable the students to use
what they had learned. You may
have noticed the proverb that we use
in our newsletters “ Labhair í agus
mairfidh sí “ which means “Speak it
and it will live (or last).” All the participants used that as their direction
during the day.
In order to make the day interesting

and recognizing that people learn
differently, we used a variety of
ways to highlight the language
through conversation circles,
grammar classes, Irish language
films, dance, and music. The highlight of the day was the lecture
delivered by Ciara Nic Oscair,
The Fulbright FLTA, on “The Irish
Language in the Thirty Two
Counties.” The participants
learned about the different dialects and the enthusiasm for the
language throughout the island of
Ireland.
The enthusiasm and skill of our
instructors and presenters: Kathleen Gilhooly, Mary McShane,
Rath de Houst, Erin Mulvaugh,
and Ciara helped make the program successful. As we look forward to lucky Thirteenth Immersion Day in May, you shouldn't
wait. Take advantage of the
classes this Fall and Spring.
We are grateful to Chicopee Savings Bank, for being a proud sponsor of Irish Language Day.

Next Year’s Ireland Tour is Planned!
11-Day West Coast of Ireland Tour

September 7-17, 2014

2 Nights in Westport (The Wyatt Hotel),
2 Nights in Galway (Park House Hotel),
3 Nights in Dingle (Benner’s Hotel),
1 Night in Killarney (Killarney International),
1 Night in Ennis (Old Ground Hotel).
Watch for Updates on our
Website & Facebook
Call Kathy Gallivan at (413) 536-9709

Labhair í agus mairfidh sí!

A warm welcome to Fulbright Síobhra Aiken

W
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Speak it and it will live!

e are pleased to announce
that we have partnered with
the Elms to secure our fourth consecutive Irish Language Fulbright
Teaching Assistant. We hope you
will warmly welcome Síobhra Aiken
from County Louth to the campus
and the Center. She has a great deal
of enthusiasm and will be instrumental in helping us to showcase the
Irish language in our community.
Síobhra will teach a beginners’ class
for credit during the day on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.
In addition, she will teach the popular intermediate class which many of
our ongoing students will take. For
those of you making the transition
to this class from the bun rang, Mike
Conlin has again volunteered to
spend thirty minutes prior to the
Wednesday evening class to provide
additional help for those who want
it. Finally, we are offering two sessions for beginners: one on Tuesday
evening and the other on Saturday
morning.
As a reminder, the Center has funds
that have been provided by memorial gifts given in the name of John
Johnson. Because of his interest in
the language, we have been able to
offer “tuition free” classes for several people. If you are aware of anyone who would like to study the
language and might need some assistance, you should contact Ellen Dziura at the Center for the details.

The maximum number of grants a
student can receive from this fund
is two.
We want to continue to offer high
quality Irish Language events and
need your help to do so. There
are many opportunities to get involved. The ICC Board has a language subcommittee. Its role is to
raise funds, develop the annual language day, help select an Irish Language film for the Winter Film Series, and identify other avenues to
reach the community. Please contact either of the language contacts
if you would like to be involved
(geraldf.costello@gmail.com or
thomasf.moriarty@gmail.com .
Check our website or Facebook
page.
ICC Board of Directors
wished Chip Costello past
President and Board member all the best on June13.
Chip finished his term after 9
years of dedicated service to
the board. His love of the
Irish language and arts have
helped further the mission of
the Center. We are fortunate to have him stay on as
the lead coordinator of the
ICC language program. Go
raibh maith agat!

Big E
Thanks to all those that
came out to support the
ICC booth and the Dingle
merchants. It was a fun
time, see you next year!
Special thanks to the ICC
volunteers.

Antique Appraisal

W

e hosted the ICC Antique Appraisal Night in
the Dooley Campus Center on
June 19. Douglas Auctioneers
provided appraisals for jewelry,
antiques and other items. Proceeds benefit the Irish Studies
at Elms College. There was a
very good turnout and Lucy Pinkos won the 50/50 raffle. ICC
Board of Director Katie Doe
chaired the event with the support of many volunteers.

Celtic Cart visitors

E

very Tuesday in July and the
first part of August, children
from the area and visitors to
Springfield enjoyed the ICC Celtic
Cart activities at the Wood History Museum in downtown Springfield. Visitors could choose to
color Celtic designs, make shamrock bracelets, and/or the cross of
St. Brigid. Many thanks to Meghan
Sullivan, Mary Ellen O’Brien, Judy
Kappenman and Will Dziura for
volunteering to help educate and
unlock the creative minds of our
little ones!
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Speak it and it will live!

Mike Carney draws the crowd in Dingle and Chicopee
Blasket Islander Mike Carney was the local hero at the May 25 and June 15 launch of his
book, ‘From the Great Blasket to America – the Last Memoir by an Islander’

T

he event, held at the Great Blasket Center in
Dunquin, Co. Kerry – with a view to the island
where he spent his first 16 years – drew an overflow
crowd of about 500 people, including national dignitaries and three Irish Cultural Center members.
Carney was joined by his family, including children
Maureen Carney Hayes, Kathleen, Eileen and Michael
Carney, his son-in-law Jerry Hayes who helped write
the book, and grandchildren. Many friends from both
Ireland and Greater Springfield attended and supported him.

ICC President Sean F. Cahillane brought official greetings from the Chicopee-based organization.
“We’re so happy and proud to be a part of this event
and to be connected with this book,” said Cahillane,
whose mother Eileen Kearney Cahillane, was also born
on the island and was a cousin to the author. Mike
Carney is now 92.
Blasket Center Director Michael DeMordha hosted
the event
Other ICC members present were Mary Ellen Lowney
and Mary Ellen O’Brien.
The 200-page book, published this year, tells the story
of Carney, who was born in 1920 and eventually
moved to the Hungry Hill section of Springfield, where
he married Irish immigrant, Maureen Ward Carney.
Gerry Hayes told a packed audience the story of how
Carney decided to write the book, and how together
they wove the words to put the life story on the record. It joins an impressive list of books written by

Blasket Island authors as well as by others about the
island that was evacuated in 1953. The Great Blasket
was home to about 200 people at the turn of the last
century, but fell victim to isolation and immigration.
Carney was moved to tears by the outpouring of support and affection, standing up and greeting the crowd
at the end.

A few days later, he rode the ferry across the Blasket
Sound, climbed up the steep hill to the old village and
had a look. That moment was recorded by RTE, national Irish television, and aired for all to see.
The North American launch took place on Saturday
June 15 in the Elms Library. Over 100 people including
Irish Consul General Michael Lonergan came to honor
Mike, and hear Jerry Hayes tell the story. ICC President Sean Cahillane hosted the event which was cosponsored by the Irish Cultural Center and John Boyle
O’Reilly Club. If anyone is interested in purchasing
Mike’s book, please call the center.

Labhair í agus mairfidh sí!
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From the Director’s desk

H

ello everyone, I hope you had a wonderful summer! The months have flown by and as many of you
know the center was moved to a temporary location in the Elms Library at the end of May due to construction on the campus. I apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused members wanting to browse
the center for books or to view our artwork. It was fortunate to have had our art on display at the Wood
Museum of Springfield History over the summer and I hope that many of you had the opportunity to visit the
exhibit. I am also grateful to Stas Radosh from the Polish Cultural Center for safekeeping many of our pieces
during the transition. The good news is that the Center is soon moving to another area of the library where
members will once again have access to materials. As soon as the move occurs I will notify you.
Our Annual Brunch will be on Sunday, October 13 at the Yankee Pedlar. I hope you can make it to hear our
keynote speaker Sr. Mary Johnson SND. You will also hear in more detail what has been happening at the
Center. Under the leadership of Sean Cahillane, ICC President, the Directors have been developing long range
growth plans. From a day to day perspective, a new membership application has been designed and there will
be a new website very soon. All this work is intended to offer improved programs and events and attract
more members. The new website will allow us to readily provide information.
We are actively planning the events for the winter and into 2014 (refer to calendar on back page) . Note that
the Christmas with an Irish Touch program will be held over the first weekend of December beginning with a
Irish Liturgy in the Elms Chapel at 4pm on Saturday December 7; Msgr. Connelly will preside. On Sunday December 8 at 2pm, we will host an Irish Christmas In America Show, in Veritas Auditorium. It is show you do
not want to miss!
Ellen

Board of Director focus
Welcome Meghan Sullivan:
The newest member to the ICC Board., Meghan
is the daughter of Patrick and Nancy Sullivan of
Springfield and a Junior at the Elms. She plans to
become a nurse practitioner after graduating and
currently works at Baystate Medical Center. In
addition to serving on the Irish Cultural Center
Board of Directors, Meghan is a member of the
Student Nursing Association and Campus Ministry
at Elms College and the Springfield St. Patrick’s
Parade Committee. Meghan is very passionate
about her Irish heritage. Meghan said, “I am honored to serve on the Irish Cultural Center’s Board
of Directors. I am looking forward to working
with everyone and ensuring that the Irish arts are
kept alive. The ICC plays a crucial role in making

certain that my generation and those that follow understand the many aspects of our heritage.”
Meet Katie Doe:
A native of Westfield, she currently resides in
Northampton. Katie graduated from Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute, magna cum laude with a B.S. in
Electronic Media, Arts and Communication. Katie is
a senior graphic designer at Stevens 470 Marketing +
Creative in Westfield and has been on the ICC
board for 3 years. She has studied the Irish language
at the ICC for 5 years and has visited Ireland several
times. Katie enjoys Irish music festivals, Shakespeare, live theater and music in general. Katie is
responsible for managing the ICC’s Facebook and is
currently leading the effort to develop a new website for our members. She is also instrumental in the
development of event promotional material for the
Irish Cultural Center.
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Speak it and it will live!

Spectacular Performance—9th Season of Performing in America!

SPONSORED BY THE IRISH CULTURAL CENTER AT ELMS COLLEGE
Sunday, December 8, 2013
2:00 p.m. Matinee
Veritas Auditorium, Elms College, Chicopee, MA

The hugely popular Irish Christmas in America show, now in its 9th season, features top Irish music, song and dance in an
engaging performance rich in history, humour and boundless energy. Produced by Oisín Mac Diarmada of award-winning lrish
group Téada, the 2013 tour brings back the amazing Sony-recording vocal group Lumiere (Pauline Scanlon, Eilis Kennedy,
Donogh Hennessy), who proved such a big hit on the 2011 tour. Séamus Begley, 2013 TG4 Traditional Singer of the Year,
once again rejoins the tour with his charming wit and stunning vocal prowess.
Lumiere (Pauline Scanlon/Eilis Kennedy)

General Admission: (All Sales are Final*)
Adult Tickets: $25.00 (Advance) or
$30.00 (Day of the Show)
Youth 18 and under: $10.00
WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE:
www.ElmsIrishCenter.org
Email: IrishCenter@elms.edu
www.IrishChristmasinAmerica.com
CALL: ICC at 413-265-2537 or Kathy at 413-536-9709
*Refunds are given ONLY in the event of cancellation by
performers.

Labhair í agus mairfidh sí!

Speak it and it will live!
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Digging
By Seamus Heaney 1939–2013 Seamus Heaney
Between my finger and my thumb
The squat pen rests; snug as a gun.
Under my window, a clean rasping sound
When the spade sinks into gravelly ground:
My father, digging. I look down
Till his straining rump among the flowerbeds
Bends low, comes up twenty years away
Stooping in rhythm through potato drills
Where he was digging.
The coarse boot nestled on the lug, the shaft
Against the inside knee was levered firmly.
He rooted out tall tops, buried the bright edge deep
To scatter new potatoes that we picked,
Loving their cool hardness in our hands.
By God, the old man could handle a spade.
Just like his old man.
My grandfather cut more turf in a day
Than any other man on Toner’s bog.
Once I carried him milk in a bottle
Corked sloppily with paper. He straightened up
To drink it, then fell to right away
Nicking and slicing neatly, heaving sods
Over his shoulder, going down and down
For the good turf. Digging.
The cold smell of potato mould, the squelch and slap
Of soggy peat, the curt cuts of an edge
Through living roots awaken in my head.
But I’ve no spade to follow men like them.
Between my finger and my thumb
The squat pen rests.
I’ll dig with it.
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ICC Calendar of events
Ongoing: Language Classes offered each semester; call the Registrar at 413 265-2314 or Continuing Ed Office at 413 265-2490

2014:
January TBD Irish language classes
January 29, February 5,
12, 19 Irish film series
March 12, Danú in Concert: UMass Bus Trip
March TBD Ceili
March 23 Holyoke St. Patrick Parade
April TBD Irish Film festival
May TBD La Na Gaeilge day
-long Irish language workshop

2013:
September 4 Irish Language
classes
September 13-29 Big E exhibit
October 13 at 10am Annual Member Brunch
November 4 at 7pm Author Amy Martin presentation
December 7 at 4pm
Christmas with an Irish Touch
Liturgy
December 8 at 2pm Irish Go to our web site or Facebook to see added programs
Christmas in America Show
and details

For information on our
partner Irish organizations,
check out their websites.
AOH
www.AOH-Holyoke.com
John Boyle O’Reilly Club
www.jbo-club.com
Sons of Erin
www.sonsoferin.com
St. Patrick's Parade Committee
www.holyokestpatricksparade.com

Mark your calendar
Irish cultural Center will have
a marching team in the
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day
Parade with our float. March
23, 2014—please join us!

