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The ICC Welcomes Vikki Ní Bhréin,
Fulbright Language Teaching Assistant
The Irish Cultural Center and Elms College welcome
our fifth consecutive Irish Language Fulbright Teaching Assistant, Vikki Ní Bhréin, from Dublin. She brings
a great deal of talent and enthusiasm, and will help us
showcase the language in our community. Vikki teaches
a Novice class for credit during the day. In addition, she
teaches the evening Intermediate class. We look forward
to our partnership with Vikki this year.

Mark Your Calendars
On Sunday, December 14, Irish
Christmas in America is back
for a second year in a row, with
world class Irish musicians.
Tickets will be on sale soon –
stay tuned for more information
on this special upcoming event.

Attend Our Annual Breakfast
The Annual Breakfast, on Sunday, October 5 at 10:00 am at the Yankee
Pedlar in Holyoke, is a great opportunity to meet and mingle, with good
food, pleasant company, and a review of the past year’s activities at the
Irish Cultural Center.
This year, the Irish Cultural Center marks its 15th anniversary, and we
are looking forward to celebrating with our members and friends. We are
honored to have as our guest speaker, Breandán Ó Caollaí, Consul General
of Ireland in Boston.
Tickets are $18 for members and $20 for non-members. They will not be
sold at the door; please call the ICC for more information or to reserve your
place at a table: 413-265-2537.

Stay Up to Date
If your email, phone number or
address has changed, please let
us know so we can ensure that you
don’t miss any news from the ICC.
Be sure to check your junk folders
if you are not receiving our emails.

Welcome New Members
Harold Clayton, Séamus Darcey,
Bridget Matthews-Kane, and
Charles P. Lavelle. We appreciate
your support!

Sympathy
We offer our sympathy to the
family and friends of lifetime
member Michael Conlin, members
Maryann Matrow and Margaret
Bernini, and the sister of member
Sr. Kathleen Reagan, SSJ.

From the Director’s Desk
Hello everyone, it’s hard to believe that fall has arrived. We are now settled
into our new corner office, in the lower level of the Alumnae Library. Our
extensive collection of books is now available for viewing. We have over
500 Irish Heritage publications in the Center – please call ahead or email
for availability.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Sean Cahillane, Springfield, MA
Vice President
Fran Hennessey, Springfield, MA
Secretary
Mary Ellen Lowney, Chicopee, MA
Treasurer
Robert Crowley, Westfield, MA
Sons of Erin appointee
Rosemary Baker, W. Springfield, MA
Jean Brigham, Palmer, MA
James Cannon, Holyoke, MA
Hibernians appointee

Brian Corridan, Springfield, MA

New fall hours for Center will be 12:00 – 4:00 on Monday, 10:00 – 2:00
on Tuesday through Thursday, and 10:00 – 12:00 on Friday. Please call
ahead as alternate scheduling can be arranged, including evenings, to
accommodate needs.
The Irish Cultural Center has been busy, planning exciting events for the rest
of this year, and the next. From a Celtic rock concert, our Annual Breakfast,
a new book reading, and our Irish Christmas celebrations, to two Ireland tour
offerings, we have something for everyone. For the latest updates, please
visit our website at www.ElmsIrishCenter.org and Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/IrishCulturalCenter.
A reminder, when addressing mail to the Center, please use “Irish Cultural
Center at Elms College.” This will ensure correct delivery in the mail room.
As always, we sincerely appreciate your involvement and membership
support. We are always looking for volunteers to help with office activities
and events. If you are interested, please contact me at 413-265-2537.

Kathleen Doe, Northampton, MA
James Hoar, Holyoke, MA

– Ellen Dziura

John Boyle O’Reilly Club appointee

Kathleen Lynch, Chicopee, MA
Caroline Murray, Westfield, MA
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Andrew O’Shea, Suffield, CT
Meghan Sullivan, Springfield, MA

Our Mission
The mission of the Irish Cultural Center is to cultivate a connection
with Ireland, through the arts, culture, history, language, and heritage.
The Center offers opportunities to engage in educational, travel, and
social events that promote Irish culture.

Executive Director
Ellen Dziura, Chicopee, MA

The Irish Cultural Center is a leading Irish cultural organization
in Western New England. We strive to:

CONTACT US

• offer our members the highest quality programs, with well-known,
respected guest speakers

We are located in the lower
level of the Alumnae Library
at Elms College.
291 Springfield Street
Chicopee, MA 01013
413-265-2537

• provide unique opportunities to actively participate in aspects
of Irish culture
• promote ties between the Center and educational and cultural
organizations in Ireland
• establish links with Irish organizations throughout New England

irishcenter@elms.edu

• develop programs for all ages to learn about Irish arts and culture

www.ElmsIrishCenter.org

• maintain a collection of literature, films, music and archival
materials available for use

Local author Suzanne Strempek Shea to visit ICC with Mags Riordan
by Mary Ellen Lowney
An Irish mother loses a son
to a tragic drowning in Malawi.
One year later, the mother
travels the 5,000-plus miles to
the central African country to
say goodbye and leave a stone
marker in his memory in the
town where he died. She sees
the abject poverty, and returns
to build and run a medical
clinic, which opens in 2004.
A few months after that, Bondsville author Suzanne
Strempek Shea meets the mother – Margaret ‘Mags’
Riordan – at the Big E, and is so moved by her story that
she is inspired to write a book.
Strempek Shea’s book, This is Paradise: An Irish mother’s
grief, an African village’s plight and the medical clinic that
brought fresh hope to both, was released this spring by
PFP Publishing of Boston, and has been met with enthusiastic support across New England, and beyond. She travels
in September to Ireland to showcase her work, and to
help raise funds for the cause that is already dear to many
hearts there.
Strempek Shea and Riordan will discuss their work at an
ICC event on Sunday, October 19. The 2 pm event at the
Elms College Alumnae Library lower level is free and open
to the public. Books will be available for purchase and
signing.
Strempek Shea said the idea for the 293-page book
grew from the 2004 meeting with Riordan. It was five
years after Billy Riordan died while swimming in Lake
Malawi in Cape Maclear, a small village that he loved
because it reminded him of his hometown, Dingle,
Co. Kerry. Billy was just 25 when he died in 1999.

people would usually walk away,” she recalled. “I wanted
to know the rest. I went over and introduced myself. I
wanted to know the rest of the story. I went home at one
point and said to Tommy (Shea, her husband) ‘This is a
magazine piece, this woman is amazing.’ Tommy said,
‘No, this is a book.’ So I agreed with him,” she said.
Though she didn’t approach Riordan about the idea for
the book for three more years, the seed stayed with her
and even grew as she got to know the woman who left a
secure job as a high school guidance counselor in Dingle
to a poor village in Malawi, where she continues to work
and expand her clinic.
Getting Riordan’s story took Strempek Shea to both Ireland and Malawi, where she met with friends and relatives
of both Riordan and her late son, and saw for herself the
clinic that treats all manner of physical malady, including
HIV/AIDS, which is rampant in the African country.
“Malawi was very eye opening for somebody from a first
world country. I think everyone should go to a place where
people are in need, poor. To go to this place that is at
once so beautiful, but people are so in need of the basics
that we take for granted, like education, health care, food,
clothing,” Strempek Shea said.
“If you have a pair of flip flops, that indicates you have
some means, that someone is working in your household.
Most people are barefoot. It’s not what you’re used to.
People were just lovely, welcoming. They clearly love Mags
and what she’s doing. There was also a strong story to tell,
I felt lucky having the chance to be there, get to know the
clinic and a few of people involved,” she added.
Proceeds from the
book are being
donated to the Billy
Riordan Memorial
Clinic in Malawi.

Strempek Shea was working at the Big E in West Springfield, selling clothing and gifts for Dingle Linens in the
Young Building. Riordan had a small stand there, where
she was selling African trinkets and trying to raise interest
– and money – for her new clinic in Malawi.
“I was listening to Mags tell her story over and over. She’d
only usually tell up to the point of founding the clinic and

Mags Riordan and Suzanne Strempek Shea
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ICC Welcomes Three New Board Members
by Mary Ellen Lowney
Three new members have begun serving terms on the
Irish Cultural Center Board of Directors.
Brian Q. Corridan of Springfield, Caroline Murray of
Westfield and Andrew M. O’Shea of Suffield, CT, joined
the board this summer, starting out three-year terms.

Murray lived in Ireland for four years as a child, and returns often to visit her sister and her many other relatives
there. She has a bachelor’s degree from Elms College, and
a Juris Doctorate from one of the few Catholic law schools
in the country – Barry University School of Law. She also
completed several law courses at Trinity College.
O’Shea is also first-generation Irish. His father, the late
Finian O’Shea, was born in Aghatubrid, Caherciveen, Co.
Kerry and worked his career as a Chicopee police officer.
All four of his grandparents were Irish born.
O’Shea said his commitment to his Irish heritage is easily
explained.

Brian Corridan

Caroline Murray

Andrew O’Shea

Corridan, well known across the region as the voice of the
Holyoke St. Patrick’s Day Parade, is President and Chief
Operating Officer of Corridan & Co., a Chicopee-based
investment firm that handles individual clients, retirement
funds and small institutions.
He is known for his intelligence in all matters financial,
leadership abilities and keen wit. In 2013, he was chosen
Holyoke’s parade marshal. Married to Paula Corridan and
the father of three, he holds a bachelor’s degree in political science from Stonehill College.
“There is quite simply nothing like being an Irish-American,” Corridan said. “I look forward to taking my heritage
to the next step on the board of the Irish Cultural Center.”
Murray is a lawyer in private practice in West Springfield
focusing on elder issues, and a professor at Elms College,
teaching in the Criminal Justice Department. She is firstgeneration Irish whose mother, Sheila Murphy-Kelly, is
one of 15 children from Dublin, and whose stepfather,
Billy Kelly, is from Tralee, Co. Kerry.
“You might say I have the best of both worlds,” said
Murray, who has three daughters and a grandson.
She said she looks forward to working on the ICC because,
“While most Irish-Americans think of thatched-roof
cottages and never-ending green fields, I’d like to focus
on the Ireland of today. I would also like to include more
of the Irish community in some of our events, particularly
those from the local Irish clubs.”
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“For me, maintaining an emotional, cultural and to the
extent possible, physical link to Ireland, allows me to
honor all their sacrifices and the values they instilled in
me. Someone once said that the Irish have a sense of
place. Well, that puts my place in Ventry, Ballyferriter,
Castlegregory and on the Ring of Kerry. Each time I have
visited and found relatives, regardless of how distant, I
have been made welcome and I would like to think that
sense of embracing our own, regardless of how broadly
you define “our own”, is something I can adopt, spread
and pass on to my children,” he said.
O’Shea is married to Moira O’Shea, and the father of four
children.
He is President and Chief Investment Officer of Ventry
Harbor Asset Management, a Windsor Locks, Conn.-based
financial investment company.
O’Shea has a bachelor’s degree in accounting from
Western New England University.
He said he hopes his time on the ICC board is marked
by growth and success.
“The ICC serves as a platform to promote all aspects
of the Irish culture, including the social aspects through
which a sense of community is woven,” he said.
“With respect to what I hope to accomplish – I hope to
be one of several voices that come together to make
the ICC more meaningful and recognized in the Greater
Springfield area in order for the overall objectives to truly
accepted and embraced by a larger population.”

THE

IRISH CULTURAL CENTER proudly presents

THE ELDERS
S P EC I A L O N E N I G H T O N LY S H O W !
The Irish Cultural Center invites you to an evening
with The Elders, one of the most critically acclaimed
American Celtic folk rock groups touring today. They
have performed across the United States, Ireland, and
Europe, drawing faithful crowds and earning new fans
wherever they go.
Don’t miss this opportunity to see Kansas City Celtic
rockers THE ELDERS in their only New England
appearance this year!

Since forming in 1998 in Kansas City, The Elders have
set the music scene on its ear, thanks to a skillful blend
of American roots rock and amped-up Celtic folk. Guitarist
Steve Phillips is enthusiastic about their return to New
England, saying “It’s been a long time since we’ve played
in Massachusetts and we’re super excited about returning
and sharing some new music!”

“Contemporary Irish
Folk Rock at its very best.”
Shay Clarke – Irish American News

Employing a variety of instruments including guitars,
drums, banjo, accordion, mandolin, piano and fiddle,
these six gentlemen collectively create music that
transcends the stereotypical notion of Celtic music.
Their songs are mystical, comical, political and cultural,
while covering a wide variety of topics such as poverty,
civil war, family bonds, spirituality, love and friendship.
They tell us stories of people, places and events – some
recent, some distant, some real and some imagined.
The Elders are fronted by vocalist and percussionist
Ian Byrne, a native of Ireland’s County Wicklow, with
guitarist Steve Phillips, bassist Norm Dahlor, keyboardist
and fiddler Brent Hoad, drummer Kian Byrne, and fiddler
Colin Farrell.

FRIDAY OCTOBER 3 8:00 PM (Doors at 7:00)
Holyoke Elks Lodge
250 Whitney Avenue, Holyoke, MA
Reserve your tickets now!
General admission, table seating.
$22.50 advance / $20 ICC members / $25 door
Buy tickets online and learn more about
The Elders at www.ElmsIrishCenter.org
or call 413-265-2537 to order.
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Next Year We Will Have Two Great Ways to
New Spring Tour Offering!

Ireland’s Two Treasures: Dingle and Galway
May 5–14, 2015

The Irish Cultural Center’s Rose Baker teams
up with Steve and Brian O’Brien to host the trip.
Visit the wild and beautiful west coast of Ireland
on this 10-day tour from May 5–14, 2015. Embrace
Ireland’s two treasures, Dingle and Galway, on a
leisurely paced tour through gorgeous countryside,
charming towns, and bustling cities. Multiple night
stays allow you to immerse yourself in the beauty,
hospitality and culture of Ireland’s west coast. Enjoy
spring weather with less bus time traveling, and
more free time in Ireland’s favorite towns.
The tour includes round trip bus transportation from
Elms College to NY’s JFK Airport, direct flight/round

trip airfare to Shannon Airport, 8 nights in two
Top Rated Hotels (the Dingle Skellig Hotel and
the Galway Bay Hotel), dinner/breakfast included
every day, day trips to Slea Head, Gallarus Oratory,
Blasket Centre, Killarney, Cobh Heritage Center,
Cliffs of Moher and more!
The cost of the tour is $2,350 per person / double
occupancy, or $2,650 single (limited availability).
A $1,200 deposit, accompanied by a fully completed
reservation application reserves a seat. Members in
good standing with the Irish Cultural Center are
entitled to a refund of €30 to be provided by the
tour hosts upon arrival in Ireland!

Information Session – Please join us!
Sunday, October 5, 2014 • 2:00 pm • Room 207, Dooley Campus Center, Elms College
For more information, call Rose Baker at 413-519-2135
Brian O’Brien at 413-478-3896 or Steve O’Brien at 413-739-3681
or visit our website: www.ElmsIrishCenter.org
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Tour Ireland with the Irish Cultural Center
12-Day Ireland “Reunion” Tour

The Magic and Romance of Ireland
September 9–20, 2015
Dingle • Killarney • Kinsale • Kilkenny • Dublin
We are welcoming back all of our past passengers
as well as new passengers to experience the “Magic
and Romance” of Ireland as we travel through County
Clare to the Dingle Peninsula in the Southwest. We’ll
then travel over to the East Coast to County Cork and
to County Kilkenny and then on up to Dublin and its
surrounding areas.
All of our favorite hotels have been booked and
another exciting tour has been planned. We will
be visiting both familiar and new places – with
interesting surprises along the way as we discover
the “magic” of Ireland!
The NEW 12-day tour will take place September
9–20, 2015. This “dream” tour is well-rounded with
spectacular coastal scenery and some of Ireland’s
most romantic and historic settings with stays in
Dingle, Killarney, Kinsale, Kilkenny and Dublin.
Our first Information Session is scheduled for
Sunday, November 16, in the Dooley Campus Center
at Elms College. Over the past 10 years we’ve had
over 350 passengers tour with us – we invite you to
reconnect with old friends and to meet new friends –
the tour will be limited to only 45 passengers.

Don’t be Disappointed – Book Early! We’d love to have you join us!
First information session is November 16. Mark your calendar – location and time TBD.
For more information please contact Kathy Gallivan
at 413-536-9709 or e-mail kgallivan04@gmail.com.
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Sister Patricia Feeley – the story behind the story
by Tom Shea
By the fall of 1970, “World Problems” had become my
problem.

would give me her blessing to drop her course, if Sister
Patricia Feeley would take me in her class.

I was a high school sophomore in a class of seniors
Smart, articulate, opinionated seniors.

Sister Patricia Feeley was known at Cathedral as “the”
journalism nun. She taught the course. She ran the school
newspaper.

My world extended about as far as my Hungry Hill paper
route. Theirs seemed bigger and wider.
I would have been in awe - if I knew what they were
talking about.
Instead, I was intimidated, and miserable. I felt like I had
blown it.
In the spring of my freshman year at Cathedral High, I
had been allowed to choose an elective for the following
school year.
Journalism was my first choice. I wanted to become a
sportswriter. Sports, not English, was my first language.
I could think and talk about sports every minute in a day.
When the subject was Mickey Mantle or Homer Jones or
Connie Hawkins, I wasn’t so shy.
I played sports, but my talent could never keep up with
all the heroic dreams in my head.
I’m not sure where the idea to become a sportswriter
came from. But when it arrived, I recognized it as a gift so
good it did not need to be wrapped or tied in a bow. But,
before I could sign up for the journalism course at Springfield’s Cathedral High School, I had registered for World
Problems. I thought it was going to be a kind of current
events course. I read the paper. I knew Nixon was in the
White House. The Vietnam War was raging. There were
four dead in Ohio. When I returned that permission slip to
my guidance counselor and told him I was going upstairs
to get my journalism slip signed, he said I couldn’t.
He noted, quite accurately that I was barely passing
algebra. I was not a candidate to be carrying six courses
next quarter. End of discussion. The journalism class
would have to wait.
I may have forgotten the name of the nun who was
teaching World Problems, but I remember her mercy.
She knew I was overmatched. I told her I wanted, if at
all possible, to take the journalism course. She said she
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I have no idea what I said to her that morning. I had
no spin, just inarticulate desperation. I’m sure she said
something to me, but I don’t remember what it was. I do
remember her looking at me for a long deliberate second.
If she wasn’t a nun, she could have been a Zen monk.
Or a great night city editor. She had this quiet about her.
She also had a face that belonged on a jury. Or in a poker
game. It gave nothing away.
Sister Patricia Feeley reached for a pen. Signed the
permission slip. Changed my life. I was 15. I wore clipon ties. I had a face covered with pimples. I no longer
had World Problems, but someone to start teaching me a
craft, a foothold on this notion of a life in newspapers.
Sister Patricia Feeley was the first of many who would
guide my career, but she was the first.
And, she was great.
Sister knew her stuff and was generous, inventive and serious in sharing it. She would later be principal at Holyoke
Catholic High School and the registrar at Elms College.
I am now 59. No longer a sportswriter. I will always remember her as the person who said yes, when she could
have said no.
Sister Patricia Feeley died in 2005. She was 79. She
changed my life.
Sister Patricia Feeley would be 88 today. Many remember
her from her years at Cathedral.
Tom Shea is a former long-time
columnist at the Springfield
Republican, where he worked for
37 years. More recently, he was
foreign editor at The National in
Abu Dkabi. He teaches non-fiction
at Bay Path University’s Master of
Fine Arts program.

Living and Learning in Connemara
by Chip Costello
I love the Kingdom (Kerry), but I will have to come clean
and admit that I really, really like Connemara. Taking an
immersion program for a month sponsored by the IrelandUnited States Commission for Educational Exchange was
not only challenging but also entertaining. The locale, the
faculty, abundant opportunities for Irish conversation, and
the enthusiasm of fellow students enabled the program
participants to improve their listening and speaking skills
in a very supportive environment.

Galway City

View of the road to our house

The program was run by the National University of Ireland
Galway (NUIG) in Carraroe. The landscape in the area
included diverse geography ranging from harbors, islands,
and bogs to stark stony expanses. From my perspective
as a learner, I couldn’t imagine a nicer place. When I was
in town, I could go to the grocery store, post office, or
tavern and conduct my business in Irish. At first, I was a
bit tentative but grew in confidence the more I used the
language. By the third week, I even mumbled responses
at Mass as a real native.
Island mass

One extraordinary benefit of the program was living with
an Irish speaking family. The fear an tí and the bean an tí
(the man and woman of the house) were extremely friendly
and became great friends of ours. There were eight other
students in the house from Canada, Germany, and the US.
We ate our meals and made progress with the language
over the course of the month. At night, we frequently sat
in the dining room, drank tea, and spoke Irish with our
hosts.
The highlight of my time in Connemara was going with the
fear an tí and house mates to an abandoned island where
the fear an tí had been raised. Each year a mass had been
celebrated in Irish and people with a connection to the
island came back and met with family and friends. The
island was beautiful and quiet on the day we visited by
currach. Everyone was welcomed by the fear an tí’s mother
who was well into her eighties. After the mass, music, and
conversation, the currachs took people back to the mainland. Sometimes we don’t realize how blessed we are. I
knew it at that point though. I felt the ocean spray hitting
my face, saw moonlight casting silver rays over the surface
of the water, and listened to the boat splitting through the
waves. Then the fear an tí’s mother started singing traditional songs in a low and beautiful voice. Although the

island had been abandoned, none of us would forget the
tremendous sense of community, family ties, and language
that we experienced that night.
Our formal schooling took place on Monday through Saturday where we reviewed grammar and practiced speaking.
Our teacher was great in getting every student involved. He
spoke quickly and clearly, forcing you to concentrate. Each
of us became very aware of the richness of the language
and of distinctive regional expressions.
There were opportunities for travel in the area, and we
spent a day on the Aran Islands, learned more about
Pádraig Mac Piarais by visiting his cottage in Ros Muc,
and ambled through Galway which was in the midst of
a three week arts festival.
Having the opportunity to live with an Irish speaking
family and house mates for a month in Connemara
provided a first rate learning experience, new friends,
and an enhanced appreciation for this area of Ireland.
We all felt that we had been very lucky. As we all went
our separate ways, I headed for the Kingdom.
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Special Thanks
to Our Outgoing
Board Members
The ICC wishes to acknowledge
and thank outgoing board
members Jerry Donovan,
William Dziura, Christine Fay,
Kathy Gallivan and Kevin Taugher
for their dedicated service to
the Irish Cultural Center.

Mark your calendars! On
12.10.14, our community will
come together for Valley Gives,
and we need you to join us. The
Irish Cultural Center is taking part
in this 24 hours of unprecedented
nonprofit giving. By showing your
love through Valley Gives, you help
sustain our organization, which
gives so much to our community
by keeping the Irish arts alive.
Show your support on
12.10.14 by donating online
at valleygives.razoo.com.
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Celtic Adventures for Kids a Great Success
by Mary Ellen O’Brien
Celtic Adventures for Kids, or as it is more commonly referred to, “Celtic
Camp,” closed out its thirteenth year session on August 1, and was once
again a tremendous success.
Forty one campers joined the teaching staff for a fun filled week of dance,
music, language, literature, arts and crafts, and games along with an end
of the day swim in the Maguire Center pool. The children, organized in groups
according to their school grade, represented an almost equal number of new
attendees and returning campers. The week included a road bowling exhibition, a Gaelic football demonstration and an afternoon session with visiting
musicians. The wonderful teachers in this program are all either retired from
the profession or still teach during the school year and their talents and
abilities produce remarkable results for a one week program. They, along
with a delightful group of young people, made for a most enjoyable week.
The highlight of the week every year has been the gathering held in the
Dooley Campus Center on Friday afternoon. Parents, grandparents, siblings,
and friends are all invited to join the campers for some refreshments and an
opportunity to see the kids perform some of what they have learned during
the week. From our youngest group playing “Hot Cross Buns” on the tin
whistle to our senior group with one on the keyboard, one on the flute, another
on the guitar, and the rest on tin whistle entertaining us with a Saw Doctors
tune, the kids were amazing. Seeing all the kids dance the Gay Gordon and
the Siege of Ennis together followed by the singing of the Irish Blessing as
a group was truly indicative of the connection they made during the week
with each other and with the beautiful heritage and culture they share.
Nothing of this nature occurs without the help of many, many, people. Our
heartfelt thanks to the Elms College and all the departments on campus
without whose help and support this would never be able to take place.
The safe, peaceful, beautifully maintained college grounds provide the
perfect venue for this program. Special thanks to Brother Michael Duffy,
an instructor on the college’s nursing staff who served as our medical
consultant for the week and most of all to a teaching staff and some
volunteers who were invaluable to this year’s camp. God Bless all of you.

Join Today!
I would like to support the Irish Cultural Center at the

I would like to become a corporate sponsor of the Irish

following yearly membership level: (see listing below):

Cultural Center at the following level (see listing below):

n Single

n Green Sponsor n White Sponsor n Gold Sponsor

n Family

n Junior

n Patron

n Lifetime

______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________

NAME(S)

BUSINESS NAME

______________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS

n I would like to make an additional donation

______________________________________________________________________
CITY / STATE / ZIP

to support the ICC: $_____________
n I am enclosing my employer’s matching gift form.
n I am interested in sponsoring an event at the ICC.
Please contact me.

______________________________________________________________________
EMAIL
PHONE NUMBER
DOB

n I would like more information on including the
ICC in bequests. Please contact me.

Please cut along dotted line, and send with payment to:
Irish Cultural Center at Elms College, 291 Springfield Street, Chicopee, MA 01013
Make checks payable to: Irish Cultural Center at Elms College

Show Your Support for the Irish Cultural Center
Our 2015 Membership Campaign is in full swing!
The Irish Cultural Center at Elms College is devoted
to keeping the Irish arts alive. We work to preserve, share,
and promote Ireland’s cultural heritage, so that all people will
have the opportunity to appreciate its rich legacy.
As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, your support is vital
to the ICC’s continued success. Your generosity allows us to
maintain operational expenses, develop new programs for all
ages, expand and exhibit our collection of cultural artifacts,
and continue to provide high quality events for the community.
We invite you to join our Cairde (membership) and become a
Cara (friend). Whether you are Irish or not, love the language
or the music, or just want to support the preservation of art
and culture, your contribution is greatly appreciated. If an
opportunity exists for you to seek out a friend or family
member to join the ICC, please encourage them to do so.

Membership in the Irish Cultural Center makes a great gift.
Or honor your loved one by requesting a memorial donation
in lieu of flowers or other gifts.

Support Levels
• Single $35
• Family $60
• Junior $15 (high school – college)
• Patron $250
• Lifetime $1,000

Corporate Sponsorship Levels
• Green Sponsor $1,000
• White Sponsor $2,000
• Gold Sponsor $3,000
Advantages of membership include free
admission, or discounted pricing for certain
events, Irish language classes, and Celtic
Adventures for Kids, advance notice of
events, and our bi-monthly newsletter.

For detailed membership and sponsorship
benefits, please visit our website at
www.ElmsIrishCenter.org
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Keeping the Irish arts alive

Irish Cultural Center Calendar of Events
For information on our partner
Irish organizations, check out
their websites.

Ongoing

December 13, 2014

Language classes offered each
semester; call the Registrar at
413-265-2314 or Continuing Ed
Office at 413-265-2490.

Mass: Christmas with an Irish Touch

September 7 – 17, 2014

ICC Ireland Tour: Ireland’s Two
Treasures – Dingle and Galway

John Boyle O’Reilly Club
www.jbo-club.com

September 9 – 20, 2015

Sons of Erin
www.sonsoferin.com

ICC Tour of Ireland sold out

September 12 – 28, 2014
Big E exhibit

October 3, 2014
The Elders in Concert

October 5, 2014
Annual Breakfast

October 19, 2014
Book Reading Event: Suzanne
Strempek Shea and Mags Riordan

December 14, 2014
Irish Christmas in America Concert

May 5 – 14, 2015

ICC Ireland Tour: The Magic
and Romance of Ireland
Visit our website and like our
Facebook page for news and the
most current information on our
programs and events.

December 10, 2014

Have you seen us on YouTube? We
are continually adding interviews and
event videos to our YouTube channel.

Valley Gives Day

Links on www.ElmsIrishCenter.org

AOH
www.AOH-Holyoke.com

St. Patrick’s Parade Committee
www.holyokestpatricksparade.com

“You should keep up the good work
because there are so many lessons to
be learned from Irish history, and Irish
culture is beloved to so many people.”
Christine Kinealy, Professor of History
and Irish Studies at Quinnipiac University

