
Online Irish History Course  

History of County Antrim/ Contae Aontroim and Belfast City 

Thursdays 6:00–7:30 pm / April 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2022 

 

 

 

 

Course fee is $80. To enroll please email seanmurphy630@gmail.com 

 

 

O'Neill of Clanaboy  
 

Contae Aontroim is noted for: 

• Glens of Antrim, and Belfast city. 
• O'Neills, and MacDonnells 

• 1798 Rebellion 

• Bushmills Whiskey 

• Giants Causeway 

• Game of Thrones 

• One of two counties in Ireland with a Protestant 
majority.  

 

Legend has it that Fionn MacCumhail built 
the Giant's Causeway as stepping-stones 
to Scotland, so as not to get his feet wet.  

 

The strong Presbyterian presence in the county 
is due largely to the county's historical links 
with lowland Scotland. In the early 17th century 
large numbers of settlers were brought into 
Antrim to farm the land confiscated from Irish 
clans and to repopulate the area after the 
massacres of Irish people during and after the 
Nine Years War (1593 - 1603). 
The history of Belfast goes back at least 5,000 
years. In recent millennia it has developed from 
being a village, to a corporation in the 17th 
century, and was granted city status in 1888. It 
was once known as “Linenopolis”. Boat building 
began around 1790. Presbyterian and 
Protestant merchants were the core of the 
United Irishmen who led the Rebellion of 1798. 
As Belfast developed industrially and 
commercially it changed from being a Protestant 
enclave to a mixed community as Catholics 
were needed as workers.  
The partition of Ireland left one and a half million 
Irish nationalists to survive in a sectarian state. 
The outcome was the civil unrest and war 
between those who aspired to a united Ireland 
and those loyal to the crown. 

Titanic Belfast is a visitor attraction opened in 

2012, a monument to Belfast's maritime heritage 

on the site of the former Harland & Wolff 

shipyard in the city's Titanic Quarter where 

the RMS Titanic was built. It tells the stories of 

the ill-fated Titanic, which hit an iceberg 

and sank during her maiden voyage in 1912. 
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